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A plant is a living thing.
Trees and shrubs are plants.

What is a plant?

tree

shrub
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What are a plant’s parts?

A plant has roots, a stem, and leaves.
It may have flowers, fruit, and seeds.

roots

flower

leaf
fruit

seeds
stem
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How are leaves different?

Leaves have different shapes.
We can sort plants by the shape of their 
leaves.

wide leaves

thin leaves round leaves
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What does a plant need?

A plant needs light and air.
It also needs water, soil, and space to grow.

water

soil
space to grow

air 
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How does a plant grow?

Many plants grow fruits.  
Fruits hold seeds. Some seeds 
grow into new plants.

adult 
plant

seedling

sprout

seed
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new 
plant

growing 
plant

adult 
plant

The new plant looks like the adult plant.
The plant grows to be an adult plant, too.
The new plant looks like its parent plant.
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Responding

Vocabulary
adult plant seeds

air shrub

flower soil

fruit space to grow

leaf sprout
light stem

roots tree 

seedling

Identify Plant Parts
Bring a potted plant into the classroom or take children 
outside to a plant around the schoolyard. Have children 
observe the plant and identify its roots, stem, leaves, and 
other visible parts. Then have students draw a picture of the 
plant and label the parts.

How a Plant Grows
Have children write a summary of information in the text 
by copying and completing the following sentences. Have 
them draw a picture to go with each sentence.

A seed comes from a(n) _____.

Seeds need _____, _____, and _____.

The plant begins as a(n) _____.

Next it becomes a(n) _____.

Finally, it becomes a(n) _____.
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