
   
  

   
  

  

How Can  
We Solve 
Problems?



Possession of this publication in print format does not entitle users to convert 
this publication, or any portion of it, into electronic format.

If you have received these materials as examination copies free of charge, 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company retains title to the materials 
and they may not be resold. Resale of examination copies is strictly prohibited.

PHOTOGRAPHY CREDITS: 2 (c) ©Image Source/Getty Images; 3 (c) ©Tony Metaxas/Asia 

Images Group/Getty Images; 4 (c) ©A. Chederros/Corbis; 5 (c) ©Maximilian Stock LTD/

Science Source/Photo Researchers, Inc.

Copyright © by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 

or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying or recording, or by 

any information storage and retrieval system, without the prior written permission of 

the copyright owner unless such copying is expressly permitted by federal copyright law. 

Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work should be addressed 

to Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company, Attn: Contracts, Copyrights, and 

Licensing, 9400 Southpark Center Loop, Orlando, Florida 32819 -8647.

Printed in the U.S.A.

ISBN: 978-0544-07098-1

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  XXXX  21  20  19  18  17  16  15  14  13  12

4500000000                            A  B  C  D  E  F  G

How Can  
We Solve 
Problems?

         
 



engineer

An engineer is a person who can solve 
a problem.

What is an engineer?  22

         
 



a new road

We have road problems.
Engineers solve these problems.
Engineers design new roads.

What problems do engineers solve? 3333

         
 



television

phonecomputer

We use many things at home.
Engineers design things we use at home.

What other problems do engineers solve? 

Things We Use at Home
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better car

Engineers also solve problems.
Some engineers design better cars.
The cars use less gas.
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problem

You can be an engineer.
Think of a problem.
Can you solve it?

Who can be an engineer?66



You can be an engineer.
You can solve the problem!

Problem solved!
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Responding

Vocabulary
design problem

engineer solve

Make a Design
Remind children that they can be engineers. Have them 
think about a problem at school, such as litter on the 
playground. Challenge them to draw a design to show how 
they would solve the problem.

Summarize
Have children follow along as you read aloud the sentences 
below. Have them identify the word that correctly 
completes each sentence.

A(n) _____ solves problems.

You can _____ a plan to fix a problem.

A(n) _____ is something that is wrong.

To _____ means to fix a problem.
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